
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
               

 
    
 

  

    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new law repeals current chapters 189, 190 and 190A. 
According to the Mass. Bar Association, 
"The reforms increase uniformity with other states, add protections for those under 
guardianship and the beneficiaries of trusts, eases the administration of probate 
matters for judges and court personnel and reduce delays for citizens. Among the 
changes are: 

  Mandating courts to monitor guardianships and requiring guardians to 
issue annual reports. 

  Shorten to seven days after the date of death (from as long as five 
months) the length of time it takes to appoint an estate administrator 

  In the case of no will, the spouse gets the entire estate if the children are 
all of the marriage. 

  Trustees will be required to notify beneficiaries of accountings and 
acceptance of appointment." 

While some changes are effective July 1, 2009, most do not take effect until July 
1, 2011.  
 
You can find links to this and other probate laws at Mass. Law About Wills and 
Estates. Remember, too, that you can always locate laws by name by using our 
Mass. Law by Popular Name table.  
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   Need help finding legal 
information? 

      As legal sources evolve with      
technology finding what you need 
can be a challenge. We are here to 
help you! We are happy to 
announce individual or small group 
training sessions for Westlaw, 
Lexis or any of our many 
databases. Please call us at 748-
7923 to schedule a session. 
 
 

     Looking for a case or 
treatise? 

      Contact us and we can help 
find what you need. We can email 
cases, chapters from MCLE, Mass 
Practice sections and more! If we 
do not have the treatise need we 
can have it for you in a few days 
from Interlibrary Loan. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a new website 
design! The page still 
provides the excellent 
resources you have 
come to expect, now 
has an easier to use 
layout for your 
convenience. Please let 
us know if you need 
help finding the new 
links to any of our 
resources. Don’t forget 
to update your 
bookmarks.

Visit our website: www.lawlib.state.ma.us/ Email us: Hampdenlawlibrary@yahoo.com  
                                                 Call us: 413-748-7923                                          Fax us: 413-734-2973 

       Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm 
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